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vz | o fercaten—Many of the criticisms levelled at central place fhegy,
1 model of regional spatial structure ¢an be answered by the theory of g,
poles. Although the concept can be traced back 1o 'the agglomeration factors
early location theories its modern development OWes much to French economig
especially Perroux, who believed that the basic fact of spatial, as well as industrg
developmem is that ‘growth does not appear everywhere and all at once; i g
pears in points or development poles, with variable intensities; it spreads alon
diverse channels and with varying terminal effects to the whole of the economy'!
. More specifically, Boudeville defines a regional growth pole as a 'sel of expanding
industries located in an urban area and inducing further development of econon
~qctivity throughout its zone of influence’.? Owing to Iis versatility, theory has been
adapted not only for understanding regional structure, but also as a method for
predicting changes in that structure and prescribing solutions 1o certain region!
problems. It has enjoyed great popularity in recent years becoming ‘an idea !
good currency’, and if only for this reason merits further investigation.
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